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This Issue: 

CDT 2011-2012 Updates to FRADS, 
Pregnancy, Emergency Procedures, OBRA 
Beneficiary Emergency, and Exempt Dental 
Services 
Effective April 2, 2012, Current Dental Terminology 2011-2012 (CDT 11-12) was implemented 
which created changes to the Federally Required Adult Dental Services (FRADS), pregnancy, 
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act (OBRA) beneficiary emergency, and beneficiary cap 
procedures. 
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Table 1: Federally Required Adult Dental Services (FRADS) 
The following procedure codes are reimbursable procedures for Medi-Cal beneficiaries 21 years of age and older. 

Please note: The procedure codes marked with an asterisk (D0220, D0230, D0250, D0260, D0290, D0310, D0320, D0322 and D0330) are only 
payable for Medi-Cal beneficiaries age 21 and older who are not otherwise exempt when the procedure is appropriately rendered in 
conjunction with another FRADS. 

Please note that the green rows in all of the tables below indicate codes recently added with the implementation of CDT 11-12. 
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Table 2: Allowable Procedure Codes for Pregnant Women 
The following dental services are benefits for pregnant beneficiaries for the treatment of conditions that might complicate the pregnancy in 
addition to 60 days post partum: 

Please note that TARs are not allowed and may not be submitted for these beneficiaries. If a TAR is submitted for any of the procedures 
described below, it will be denied. A claim must be submitted with documentation that states “Pregnant or Postpartum” in the comments field 
(box 34) for these dental services. 
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Table 3: OBRA Emergency Services Only 
Those who qualify for Medi-Cal benefits as OBRA beneficiaries have limited benefits are only eligible for emergency dental services. 

An emergency dental condition is a dental condition manifesting itself by acute symptoms of sufficient severity including severe pain, which 
in the absence of immediate dental attention could reasonably be expected to result in any of the following: 

 placing the patient’s health in serious jeopardy, 

 serious impairment to bodily functions, 

 serious dysfunction of any bodily organ or part. 

The emergency must be certified in accordance with California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Section 51056. 

Please note that TARs are not allowed and may not be submitted for these beneficiaries. If a TAR is submitted for any of the procedures 
described below, it will be denied.  

The following are identified as emergency dental procedures for OBRA beneficiaries: 
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Table 4: Exempt Dental Services 
The following procedures have been identified as always exempt from the $1800 dental cap limitation. 
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Table 5: Exempt Emergency Dental Services 
The following procedure codes may be exempt from the dental cap limitation if they are related to an adequately documented emergency 
service: 
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